


“The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today”

Y/
* Responding to a dare from their wives in 1873, Mark f Mok lvdn N~
Twain and Charles Dudley Warner whipped out a book | £«
with this title in four months

* The book satirized “speculativeness” in business and
“shameful corruption” in politics

* The last third of the century saw a rapid acceleration in
the country’s transformation:

* The evolution of the nation from a largely agricultural,
rural, isolated, localized, and traditional society to one

that was becoming industrialized, urban, integrated, EIE GILDED AGE: A
national, and modern TALE OF TODAY







Rapid Growth of Railroads
Pacific Railway Act of 1862
Homestead Act of 1862
Land grants to railroads helped finance their
construction and ensure that settlers would
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Election of 1872
* Liberal Republican nominee Horace

cr Greeley & fringe candidates lost to Grant
e * LIBERAL Republicans unhappy about:
_ : E.%e?.yu * Corruption
& Yorritories | EE“? * enforcement of Reconstruction

* Gold Standard not YET adopted (1879)

r——— e . ' i

’ TIE KNG OF TRACDS Grant was the last .|ncumbent tp WI.I’] .a
A, second consecutive term until William
its Way Tlll‘Ol;gh ('ongrcss.g MCKinley in 1 900
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COLOSSAL BRIBERY. Congress and Judicial Branches do

Congressmen who Have Robbed the
People, and who now Support
the National Robber,

‘HOW 80ME MEN GET FORTUNES.

Princely Gifts to the Chairmen of Com-
mittecs in Congress.
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GREATEST ECONOMY in THE usk of ICE.
! Adopted by Several Roads and Fast Freight Lines,

COSSNEE [ —
BEGGS,
BUTTER,
FRUIT,

ot And all kinds of Perishable Goods, Summer
p and Winter,

T4 Washington Sireet,
AVBSOLUTE PROTECTION FROM LTEXTREME COLI.

Chicago, X1,

A Practical Refrigerated Railway Car

* Driving animals on foot over long
distances had trade-offs

* Railway stock cars on that were
optimized for animals reduced some

problems

* Introduction of safe cars that
effectively cooled slaughtered meat
were gradually adopted

* But some railroads that were heavily
invested in stock cars continued to
transport live animals




George Westinghouse
Invented the Railway Air Brake
A Pittsburgh industrialist, his companyalso
developed track-switching and signaling
systems
In the early 1880s, he developed inventions for
the safe production, transmission, and use of
natural gas, spurring a whole new energy

iIndustry
Later developed alternating current power

distribution




Andrew Jackson Beard
Former slave
Inventor of improved farming plows
Invented a Railroad Automatic
Coupler

Safety Appliance Act of 1893
 made air brakes and automatic couplers mandatory
« credited with a sharp drop in accidents on American railroads in the early
20th century.



—STEEL CO=

Andrew Carnegie controlled every aspect of steel production:
<+ Shipping on the Great Lakes
“* Railroad transportation
%+ Storage and production facilities
Carnegie Steel produced more steel than any country in the world




John D. Rockefeller
and Standard Oil

The goal was to control all
aspects related to REFINING oil,
but not its production
Rockefeller negotiated lower
railroad rates for his transport
Rockefeller undercut
competitors, encouraging them
to sell their company to
Standard Oil in exchange for
S.0. stock

By end of century S.O. produced
95% of refinery output




Election of 1876

The Democratic Governor of NYS Samuel Tilden won a
majority of the popular vote

Tilden had 184 electoral votes to Hayes' 165, with
20 electoral votes in dispute

Congress formed the Electoral Commission to
Investigate these electoral votes: this commission
awarded all 20 electoral votes to Hayes after a bitter
legal and political battle, giving him the victory with
185 electoral votes to 184

Outgoing President Grant stopped enforcing

Reconstruction; remaining aspects removed by
Hayes

Electoral Popular Percentage of

Candidate Vote Vote  Popular Vote
- mxﬁc:gn? Hayes 1g5+ 4,036,208 47.9"
Samuoecl: rJa.t)Tllden 184 4,288,590 51.0

-~ Disputed electoral outcome

*20 electoral votes were disputed.
**Percantages do not total 100 because some popular votes went to other parties.

Hewnitt/Lawson, Exploring American Histories, 2e © 2017
Bedford/St. Martin’s




— S — ‘  Rutherford B. Hayes entered office

: “The Chinamen were terribly = “The Chhmnu‘"n.—l'lv'iuw are no:

thorities ; strikers, rioters, and burners o . . ..
ﬁxﬁ?h?u;r':vmzn‘;pm:;pm, v cities. .. .No; the Creator of us Wlth the Repu bllcan VISIOn Of the
and without n word of comfpl;hu o ul:1 o&c:ic:ll eu\‘noo?l?l,,dl:': 2:&:-“ ‘:: tlwlu i . .

y : who . .
"‘dw:n:ﬁrt:%ﬁ:n;v:: ; tempt to shut it in the face of our Unlted States. Insplred by the great
during all my years of intercourse o fellow-man."—Joaquix MiLien ] ) 7 e
T e cine. S | democratic triumph of the Civil War

mat:  Tnever saw x Chi-

nese beggar, T never saw a lazy

o AT * Which was grounded on free labor
| ' and a homogeneous citizenry

* But during his administration that
goal continued to slip away

* Homogeneous citizenship, which
originally had been inclusionary,
narrowed once more to mean rights
for white men only

* There were pressures to narrow it
further to white Protestant men.

BLAINE LANGUAGE.
Traxr Nyx, “Can this bet We are ruined by Chinese labor.”
Tremres, Janes (G, Braisg), “ Which is why I remark,
And my language is plain,
That for ways that are dark
And tricks that are vain,

The heathen Chinee is peculinr,
Which the same T am free to maintain.'




The Rise of Labor Unions
The Knights of Labor

* Founded in 1869 as a Secret
Society

* Welcomed anyone who was a
“Producer”

* Women and those of all races,
except Chinese were welcome

* Sought to establish cooperative
businesses

* Most visible proponents of the
“Eight-Hour Workday”




Great Southwest railroad strike
of March 1, 1886

* Railroad workers in five states
struck against the Union Pacific
and Missouri Pacific railroads,
owned by Jay Gould

* Gould requested military
assistance:

* governor of Missouri
mobilized the state militia

* governor of Texas mobilized
both the state militia and
the Texas Rangers

e Of the 200,000 strikers, at least
ten people were killed



Haymarket Affair

* The aftermath of a bombing that took
- place at a labor demonstration on May
4, 1886, at Haymarket
 Square in Chicago

* The rally began peacefully in support
of workers striking for an eight-hour
day

* Abomb thrown at police as they
acted to disperse the meeting and
ensuing retaliatory gunfire caused the
_~deaths of seven police officers and at
.. least four civilians; dozens of others
“ were wounded

* Eight anarchists were charged and
convicted of conspiracy, though no
proof they were directly responsible




Between 1866 and 1900, over 13 Million Immigrants Entered the US

¥ CZECHOSLOVAKS * DATLISH % DUTCH x ENGLISH * FINNISH * FRENCH * GERINAILS * GREEKS X HUNGARIANS X IRANIANS » IRISH

SUVDIXDT * SUMITIVNH2IT * ISIUVEDT x ISIUVAVE ¥ SUVIINDL

ARIMENIANS x AUSTRIANS * BELGIANS ¥ BULGARIANS * BURMESE * CANADIANS ¥ CHINESE * CUBANS

HSI1T0d * [UVIS PV X SUVMIDDIMUOU *

* PORTUGUESE * RUMAIIANS x RUSSIANS % SCOTS * SPARISH * SWEDISH x SWISS ¥ SYRIANS * UKRAIIIANS * WELSH X YUGOSLAVS *




Income Disparity

* Failure to INFLATE prices, the
increasing efficiency of mass
production and centralization of
ownership:

* Farm prices did not match
cost of repaying loans

* While craft workers
prospered under DEFLATION,
less skilled were readily
replaceable and bullied by
private & government militias
and strikebreakers

* Courts, especially at Federal
level saw an abrupt shift after
Civil War




Supreme Court Becomes More
Conservative

- * |aissez-Faire replaces government
stimulation pre-1865

- » Social-Darwinism rejects attempts
- to “help those less fortunate”

e s T peigrok Ml R R ' * Eugenics becomes popular even
e L BE B By sl s among progressive middle class

 Regulation of workplace conditions
succeeds only in hazardous industries



The Inventors: Edison and Bell

THOMASALVA EDSON
ngao_Q 0‘(0011__

» 3rd most US. utility patents ever

« 1,093 US. patents and 2,332 total
patents world wide

- Electric power, electric lighting, batteries,
phonograph, cement, telegraphy, mining

* Lived 1847-1931

* “Genius Is one percent inspiration,
ninety-nine percent perspiration.”




Columbian
Exposition of 1893
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