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The 13th Amendment
• Abolished slavery in the 

United States and its 
territories

• But, with the exception 
of as a punishment for a 
crime

• The amendment was 
ratified on December 6, 
1865, and became 
effective immediately



Freedmen’s Bureau and Activism
• President Johnson was 

inconsistent in his support of 
Reconstruction

• Freed slaves and already freed 
negroes themselves constituted 
the most important backbone to 
progress

• Northerners, often wrongly 
accused as “Carpetbaggers” 
brought expertise and capital to 
the South

• Local disaffected Southerners, 
characterized as “Scalawags” 
cooperated with Blacks and 
Whites, though sometimes to get  
revenge on the old Southern 
elites



• Infrastructure: Cities like Atlanta and 
Richmond were destroyed, railroads were 
torn up, and farm fields and plantations were 
burned or abandoned.
• Economy: The South's economy 
collapsed; Two-thirds of Southern wealth 
was destroyed
• Loss of life: Historians estimate that one in 
five military-eligible men in the South died in 
the war. Many families never knew when or 
where their loved ones died.
• Livestock and machinery: Two-fifths of 
livestock and half of farm machinery were 
destroyed.
• Factories: Most factories were destroyed; 
those migrating to cities found little work

Southern Devastation



Society, Economy and Governance
• Social strains: were Negroes citizens; could 
they vote; what about the 3/5 Compromise?
• Sharecropping: Use of Crop Lien Laws by 
landowners and merchants resulted in:
• Less arable land suitable for subsistence 

farming, as the production of cash crops 
needed to INCREASE to jump-start 
Southern economy

• Replaced formal slavery with a peonage 
system for both Blacks and poor Whites

• For first time since the 1675 Rebellion, the 
links between upper and lower White 
classes began to erode; whispers of 
“Mudsills” became “Poor White Trash”

• Failure of Land Reform: the imposition of 
Federal Troops to enforce some rights of freed 
blacks was a weak alternative to the original 
plans to break up large plantations of senior 
Confederates 



• 14th Amendment
• No State shall make or 
enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or 
immunities of citizens of the 
United States
• nor shall any State deprive 
any person of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process 
of law; nor deny to any person 
within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws



• 15th Amendment
• The right of citizens of the 
United States to vote shall not 
be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State 
on account of race, color, or 
previous condition of 
servitude





• Southern Railroad Recovery
• South had lost 60% of its pre-
war capacity
• Both Federal and State 
Governments assisted financing
• Northern investors also took 
interest in the South as they had 
in the North
• Standard track gauge adapted
• Former slaves and Irish 
immigrants provided labor



• Railroad Expansion
• Speeding transition to 
integrated national economy
• Farm products became part 
of a world market
• Larger industries thrived, 
accelerating corporate control 
of business
• Fed settlements via gift of 
free land to RRs and access 
for settlers
• Impacted Indian way of life















• Great Railroad Strike of 1877, 
The country was in the fourth year 
of a prolonged economic 
depression after the panic of 
1873
• The strikes were precipitated by 
wage cuts announced by the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad—its 
second cut in eight months
• President Rutherford Hayes 
called in Federal Troops
• No labor demands were met; 
over 100 died
• Suppression of unions followed 
in concert with growth of Knights 
of Labor’s recruiting efforts
• Pinkerton Agency used for 
strike-breaking

Great



• Cartoon of 1868 Illustrating the Democratic 
Platform
• "CSA" belt buckle; holding a knife "the lost 
cause,“
• Irishman holding club "a vote,“
• Another man wearing a button "5 Avenue" and 
holding wallet "capital for votes," 
• Black soldier sprawled on the ground
• A "colored orphan asylum" and a "southern 
school" are in flames; African American children 
have been lynched near the burning buildings.

“Redeemers” Strive to 
Reinstitute White Rule

Through Coercion and Jim Crow Laws



Failure of the
 “New South”

• Although textile mills and 
tobacco factories emerged in the 
South during this time, the plans 
for a New South largely failed
• By 1900, per-capita income in 
the South was forty percent less 
than the national average
• Rural poverty persisted across 
much of the South well into the 
twentieth century.



Republican ex-governor 
Adelbert Ames wrote:

“Yes, a revolution has taken 
place—by force of arms—and a 
race are disenfranchised—they 
are to be returned to a condition 
of serfdom—an era of second 
slavery. 
Now it is too late. The nation 
should have acted but it was 
“tired of the annual autumnal 
outbreaks in the South.” … The 
political death of the Negro will 
forever release the nation from 
the weariness from such 
“political outbreaks.”
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