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One of the main objectives of the ANTH 235b Tumblr Blog is for the 

students to situate the practice of archaeology in terms of its 

contemporary contexts. 

Throughout the course, students consider the various social and 

political implications of archeological narratives about Native North 

America.  As an extension of our classroom discussion, the 

interconnected Tumblr sites examine a range of issues such issues 

as archaeological evidence for the peopling of the Americans, 

public representations of Native history and heritage, and the 

relationship between anthropologists and indigenous 

communities.

GOALS:

The open format gives us, as a community 

of scholars, an opportunity to share and 

discuss recent discoveries and newsworthy 

articles concerning Native American 

communities and North American 

archaeology.

The media rich nature of the Tumblr sites 

allows the students to discover content 

that they can relate to and to bring it into 

the class dialogue (and reuse it for their 

�nal project).

Having the multiple Tumblr sites feed into 

one main site creates a real-time summary 

of interesting media for discussion while 

simultaneously generating a record of the 

work throughout the semester.

The students of ANTH 235b: The 

Archaeology and Ethnohistory 

of Native North America have 

been contributing to a class 

Tumblr blog. Blogging is a form 

of low-stakes writing—it gives 

both students and myself an 

opportunity to publicly think 

about the issues involved in 

researching and writing about 

Native Americans without the 

high-stakes of a graded essay or 

peer-reviewed article.  

DESCRIPTION:

Re�ection:


