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What is 
Moodle?
Moodle is an open source course management 
system renowned for its flexibility and 
customizability.

Moodle at
Vassar College
A moodle pilot program has been investigating 
moodle as an alternative to Blackboard. The 
faculty testers unanimously found moodle 
superior to blackboard and have 
recommended the campus switch to Moodle.

The Syllabus View
The default structure, organized by classes or topics, 
echoes the structure of many syllabi. This structure 
makes it easier for students to identify readings, 
assignments, and discussion topics that are current and 
upcoming, and to access those materials without any 
back and forth steps between schedules and 
directories.

moodlepilot.vassar.edu

Easy to Use
It is very simple to upload documents for students to 
access, requiring significantly fewer keystrokes and 
clicks than in Blackboard. It is also very easy to replace 
an existing document with an updated version. For 
someone like me, who revises handouts and 
assignments every semester, this means that I can start 
with all or most of my documents already in place, and 
easily update them when the class comes nearer.

Flexible & Moddable
Setting up groups within the class is simple and easy, and 
sending e-mail just to a particular group is a snap. 
Changing enrollments is much easier than with 
Blackboard.

Open 
Source

Moodle is an open-source system, which, among 
other benefits,enables users like Vassar to tailor it to 
the their own needs by adding and removing 
specific modules and features or even designing 
new ones. 


