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What Is Moodle at
Moodle? Vassar College

Moodle Is an open source course management A moodle pilot program has been investigating
system renowned for its flexibility and moodle as an alternative to Blackboard. The
customizabillity. faculty testers unanimously found moodie

superior to blackboard and have

Th e Syl | ab US Vl eW recommended the campus switch to Moodle.

T

Moodle’s architecture offers a more flexible design with S U p e r b TO O |SetS
clear pedagogical advantages, including an

Interactive syllabus that allows instructors to organize Moodle comes with all the same features as
iInformation and activities by days, weeks or units. Blackboard (e-maill, discussion boards, grading,

calendar, ability to post readings) along with several
new ones, such as surveys, databases, glossaries, wikis,
and blogs. These tools not only give teachers more
flexibility, but also allow students to participate more
fully on Moodle and in the course.

Open source

Moodle is an open-source system, which, among other
benefits, enables users like Vassar to tailor it to the their
own needs by adding and removing specific modules
and features or even designing new ones.
Blackboard’s evolution has been slow to incorporate

Ease Of Use iInput from its academic users, and its support team has

often been slow to respond to the College’s request for

Moodle’s interface provides better functionality and assistance. Finally, as an open-source system, Moodle Is
site management, including adding or removing essentially free, resulting in significant cost savings in the
participants and requiring fewer mouse clicks to long run, estimated by CIS at least $40,000 per year and
execute basic tasks, such as adding readings or possibly more (based on Blackboard’s pricing history).

modifying a syllabus.

moodlepilot.vassar.edu



