
Threading a Story in French 205:!
Teaching the Four Skills through Children's Literature"

Our goal in French 205 is to teach basic 
language proficiency through authentic 
cultural materials. In this case, we used 
French children’s literature to provide 
students a nuanced understanding of the 
target language/culture. 
 
For the final project, we used a program 
called Voicethread, which allows users to 
comment on images and video on-line. 
 
Students wrote and illustrated their own 
children’s books, building on the 
grammar and developing themes they had 
worked with throughout the semester. The 
students shared their books with the rest 
of the class, which were narrated in 
French, thanks to the recording feature of 
the Voicethread program. 

Using the editing feature on Voicethread, it is possible for 
us to mark up the copy either verbally or with annotations 
to make comments on themes and correct grammar. 
Students as well could have used the technology in the 
same way, either to help each other with language 
problems, or initiate a video-recorded dialogue in French 
regarding the themes in question. 
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