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February 11, 1940
New York Times



● 100,000 military and civilian Polish refugees
● scattered through Lithuania, Latvia, Hungary,  Romania and Yugoslavia
● political uncertainty of these countries makes permanence difficult for 

refugees
● not technically refugees
● number Ukrainians often skewed, because some recorded as Russian



May 4, 1941
Los Angeles Times ● Churchill 

acknowledges 
oppression of 
Poland 

● Still not considered 
refugees



June 14, 1943
Chicago Tribune



● refugees relocated to Milwaulkee
● place for homeless Polish men and women
● have been through incredible trauma
● funded by Polish Roman Catholic Union
● furnished by community members
● organized language classes
● many women found domestic work



February 10, 1946
Los Angeles Times

● countries impacted by the WWII 
theoretically received reparations

● non-Jewish DPs expected to return 
home with in 4 months

●  not racially discriminated, so not 
refugees

● “No Force” allows UN support for 
DPs with “valid concern”

● did not define
● if returned home, often treated as 

traitors
● had special stamps on passport 

signifying time in Germany “valid”



July 7, 1947
Los Angeles Times

● Truman to bring 
“substantial” number of 
Eastern European refugees

● IRO- international Refugee 
Organization
○ specialized UN agency

● bill to admit 400,000 over 4 
years

● president didn’t specify a 
number

● doesn’t want change to 
laws, just increase the 
number accepted



May 16, 1948
Los Angeles Times

● Claremont Co-ordinating 
Committee to “adopt” 
European families

● came from DP camp in 
Vienna

● community supporting 
refugee family

● housing and employment 
has already been found



1949
Los Angeles Times 

● 200 European DPs arrived 
in LA by boat

● Very rough trip; people 
were injured

● most left for another city 
within an hour of arriving

● expect to take up old 
jobs.. eventually



December 4, 1949
Los Angeles Times ● 1,500,000 Lithuanians, Latvians, 

and Estonians that Russia has 
forced into labor camps  

● vote to elect UN high 
commissioner to handle refugee 
issues after IRO ends

● rejected proposal that forced UN 
members to send DPs back to 
Russian controlled territory



More Resources

● http://remember.org/educate/dingell
● http://lightning-and-ashes.blogspot.com/
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