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Camille Barrère French Ambassador to Italy 

• Negotiated a secret accord in 1902 with Italian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Giulio Prinetti for a 
redistribution of Ottoman lands in Northern 
Africa

• France would not contest an Italian claim on 
the lands of the Tripolitania Vilayet, which 
makes up modern Libya

• Italy would not contest a French claim on the 
Ottoman territory of Morocco

• Agreement allowed for France taking Morocco 
in 1911 and the Italo-Turkish War of 1911–1912

• Barrère also was a key figure in arranging the 
1915 secret Treaty of London between Italy and 
the Triple Entente promising Austro-Hungarian 
territory for abandoning its Triple Alliance 
partners 



First Moroccan Crisis 1905-1906

• In the British French Entente of 1904, 
Britain recognized French interests in 
Morocco for similar understanding 
regarding British influence in Egypt

• Wilhelm II was convinced by Chancellor 
von Bulow to visit the Sultan of Morocco 
while France was moving to establish a 
protectorate

• Germany feared loss of commercial 
relations

• Algeciras Conference settled dispute:
• Germany backed down
• France and Britain grew closer



The Anglo-Russian Convention 
of 1907

 
• Britain and Russia 

established spheres of 
influence in Persia, 
recognized British influence 
in Afghanistan, and agreed 
to non-interference in Tibet

• The convention was largely 
driven by a shared fear of 
Germany's growing power 
and helped pave the way 
for the formation of the 
Triple Entente



Eastern Europe Late 19thC
• Ottoman Empire in retreat
• Germany becomes dominant
• Slavic peoples threatened by 
Austria-Hungary



May Coup in Serbia 1903

• Nationalist officers from the Serbian Army 
murdered the king and queen

• Installed a rival dynasty that was pro-
nationalist

• Serbian government officials became even 
more divided between those favoring 
entente with Austria-Hungary and those 
inciting revolution in neighboring Bosnia



Territorial Extent of the Ottoman Empire 1875



Young Turk Revolution 1908

• British-Russian rapprochement 
raised fears

• Desire to restore the Constitution
• Supposed new equality of all in 

the Empire, turned instead to 
increasing hegemony of Turks and 
other Muslims

• Greeks, Armenians and Jews who 
had facilitated relations between 
the disparate elements of the old 
Empire especially felt side-lined 
and increasingly inclined to 
support nationalist movements, 
or  emigrate



Dimension Qing China Ottoman Empire

Historical Role Long-standing civilizational center of East Asia Multi-ethnic Islamic empire bridging Europe and Asia

Core Weakness by 1890s Bureaucratic inertia; foreign encroachments; internal rebellion Fiscal dependence; ethnic nationalism; military stagnation

Triggering Crisis Boxer Rebellion (1900) exposes collapse of imperial authority Young Turk Revolution (1908) upends old power balance

Key Institutional Shift End of scholar-official order; failed late reforms
Rise of military-bureaucratic elite (CUP) displacing non-
Muslim intermediaries

Regional Effects Power vacuum in East Asia; invites Japanese and Western intervention
Balkan instability; Austria–Russia rivalry; direct path to 
WWI

Global Consequence Breakdown of Asian equilibrium within the 19th-century “peace system”
Breakdown of European equilibrium; chain to Sarajevo 
1914

Parallel Imperial Declines: China and the Ottomans, 1890 – 1914



Bosnian Crisis, erupted on 5 October 1908

• Austria-Hungary announced the annexation 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, territories formerly 
within the sovereignty of the Ottoman 
Empire but under Austro-Hungarian 
administration since 1878

• This unilateral action – timed to coincide 
with Bulgaria's declaration of independence from 
the Ottoman Empire on 5 October – sparked 
protestations from all the Great Powers and 
Austria-Hungary's Balkan neighbors, Serbia 
and Montenegro

• In April 1909, the Treaty of Berlin was amended to 
reflect the fait accompli and bring the crisis to an 
end



• Heightened tensions between European powers, parti
cularly France and Germany, over control of Morocco, 
which had a port city on the Atlantic

• French troops were deployed to Morocco in July 1911
• In response, Germany sent the Panther, a gunboat 

(pictured left)
• Germany's move was aimed at testing the relationship 

between Britain and France, and possibly intimidating 
Britain into an alliance with Germany

• Germany was also enforcing compensation claims for 
acceptance of effective French control of Morocco

• British outrage resulted in German moderation, but 
determination it had few allies

The Second Moroccan Crisis aka Agadir Crisis of 1911



Areas of Africa controlled 
by European colonial 

powers in 1913

Belgium (yellow)
United Kingdom (salmon)
France (blue)
Germany (turquoise)
Italy (green)
Portugal (purple)
Spain (pink)







The Italo-Turkish War -  9/29/1911 to 10/18/1912

• Italy captured coastal areas of the Ottoman Empire 

which became the colonies of  and  Cyrenaica, 

which would later merge into Italian Libya

• Members of the Balkan League (Greece, Bulgaria, 

Serbia and Montenegro), seeing how easily Italy 

defeated the Ottomans and motivated by incipient 

Balkan nationalism attacked the Ottoman Empire in 

October 1912, starting the First Balkan War a few 

days before the end of the Italo-Turkish War. 

• Italian dirigibles bomb Turkish positions on Libyan 

territory. The Italo-Turkish War was the first in history 

to feature aerial bombardment by airplanes and 
airships



• The 1911 invasion of Libya unfolded within this 
ideological climate

• Italian nationalism crystallized around the idea of 
overseas conquest as a marker of national 
greatness

• The Futurists were among the movement’s 
loudest cheerleaders: their rhetoric matched 
government propaganda for the campaign, which 
promising new territory and rejuvenating of Italy’s 
international standing

• This war was a proving ground for the cultural and 
political logics that would later be cemented by 
Fascism:
• modernity through violence
• racialized narratives of “inferior” Africans and 

Ottomans
• cults of sacrifice and heroism

The Italo-Turkish War and 
Nationalist Imperialism



Influences on Balkan Instability and WWI

• The Italo-Turkish War had broader 
geopolitical effects

• The Ottoman defeat showed the 
empire’s vulnerability, inspiring 
the Balkan states to strike, which 
triggered the Balkan Wars and 
contributed to the destabilization 
that led to World War I



• First Balkan War - Greece, Serbia, Montenegro and 
Bulgaria declared war upon the Ottoman Empire, 
stripping their European provinces, except Eastern 
Thrace 

• Second Balkan War - Bulgaria fought against the other 
four combatants of the first war. It also faced an 
attack from Romania from the north

• Austria-Hungary became relatively weaker ad looked 
for revenge as a larger Serbia pushed for union of the 
South Slavic peoples

• These wars destabilized the Balkans, creating rivalries 
among local states and their great power patrons

• See (at left) Punch cartoon of October 2, 1912

Balkan Wars of 1912-13



Archduke Francis Ferdinand

• Progressive, anti-militarist and promoter of a Tri-
lateral power sharing in the Empire

• Morganatic marriage a hurdle in relations with 
aging emperor

• Viewed by Serbian nationalists as the major 
obstacle to a “Greater Serbia” via Bosnian 
absorption



Autonomy for Minorities

• Map Austria-
Hungary planned by 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand

• The member states with 
separate governments

• Note the area south of 
Trieste that Italy coveted



Archduke and Wife Assassinated

• 28 June 1914 by Bosnian 
Serb student Gavrilo Princip 

• They were shot at close range while being 
driven through Sarajevo, the provincial 
capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
formally annexed by Austria-Hungary in 
1908.

• Princip was part of a group of six Bosnian 
assassins, members of a student 
revolutionary group that later became 
known as Young Bosnia

• The political objective of the assassination 
was to free Bosnia and Herzegovina of 
Austro-Hungarian rule and establish a 
common South Slav state





• On 7 July, Bethmann Hollweg told his aide 
and close friend Kurt Riezler that "action 
against Serbia can lead to a world war" and 
that such a "leap in the dark" was justified by 
the international situation

• Bethmann Hollweg explained to Riezler that 
Germany was "completely paralyzed" and 
that the "future belongs to Russia which is 
growing and growing, and is becoming an 
ever increasing nightmare to us“

• Bethmann Hollweg reasoned the "existing 
order was lifeless and void of ideas" and that 
such a war could only be welcomed as a 
blessing to Germany

Bethmann Hollweg – German Chancellor



World War One:
• Germany gives 

Austria a “blank 
check” against 
Serbia

• Russia seeks 
peaceful solution 
while protecting 
Serbia

• Germany poised for 
a “two-front” war

• Russia partially 
mobilizes to shield 
France

• Germany attacks



End of Formal Presentation
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