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EDUCATION
Columbia University, New York, NY, 1996-2003


Department of Religion

Ph.D. with distinction, September 2003, Philosophy of Religion

Dissertation: “The Religious Imagination of W. E. B. Du Bois”
M. Phil. with distinction, 2000, Philosophy of Religion

M.A. with distinction, 1997, Religious Studies

Princeton University, Princeton NJ, 1987-1991

A. B., magna cum laude in Religion and African American Studies

FIELDS OF SPECIALIZATION
Secularity and Secularism; African American Religious Thought; American Pragmatism and American Religious Ethics; Religion, Race, and American Politics, Religion and its Philosophical Critics

EMPLOYMENT
Academic Appointments

Professor, Department of Religion, Vassar College, 2018-present
Associate Professor, Department of Religion, Vassar College, 2012-2018

Chair, Department of Religion, 2013-2016

Assistant Professor, Department of Religion, Vassar College, 2006-2012


Appointed to American Studies Steering Committee 2008-present



Appointed to Africana Studies Steering Committee 2006-2008, 2016-present
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Religion, Vassar College, 2005-06

Fellowships
Mellon Fellow, Society of Fellows in the Humanities, Columbia University, 2003-05
Other Employment

Teagle Foundation, Co-Designer and Facilitator of Workshop, “Reconceiving the Secular Liberal Arts,” 

2010-2014 

AWARDS

Book Awards


Divine Discontent: The Religious Imagination of W. E. B. Du Bois (Oxford, 2009) named “Outstanding 

Academic Title, 2010” by “Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries” and “Eastern Book 

Company”
PUBLICATIONS

Books
2016, Race and Secularism in America, eds. Jonathon Kahn and Vincent Lloyd,

Columbia University Press.

2009, Divine Discontent: The Religious Imagination of W. E. B Du Bois, Oxford 
University Press. 

Peer Reviewed Articles and Book Chapters

Forthcoming 2018, “Reading Wayne Proudfoot’s Religious Experience: Pragmatism, Naturalism, and the 

Limits of Democratic Discourse”, in Pragmatism and Naturalism, ed. Matthew Bagger, Columbia 

University Press.
2018, “Secularism and Religion in American Education,” in The Oxford Handbook of 

Religion and American Education, eds. Michael D. Waggoner and Nathan C. Walker, Oxford 

University Press.
2017, “The Virtue of Democratic Faith: A Recovery for Difficult Times.” Political Theology. Vol. 18:2, 


137-156.
2016, “Conclusion: James Baldwin and the Theology of Justice in a Secular Age,” in Race and 

Secularism in America, eds. Jonathon Kahn and Vincent Lloyd, Columbia University Press.
2012, “No Clean Souls: The Promise and Perils of Political Theology in The Souls of Black 



Folk” in Race and Political Theology, eds. Vincent Lloyd and Gregory Kaplan, 





Stanford University Press.

2009, “The Pragmatic Religious Naturalism of W. E. B. Du Bois,” in The Souls of W. E. B. Du Bois: 
New Essays and Reflections. Edited by Jason R. Young and Edward J. Blum. Mercer University 
Press.


2007, “Toward a Tradition of African American Pragmatic Religious Naturalism,” in The African 




Diaspora and the Study of Religion. Edited by Theodore Trost. MacMillian-Palgrave.



2004, “Religion and the Binding of The Souls of Black Folk.” The Journal of Philosophia 
Africana. Vol. 7: 2, 17-35.
Book Reviews and On-Line Presence
Forthcoming, Book Review of Joseph Winter’s Hope Draped in Black: Race, Melancholy, and the 


Agony of Progress, Callaloo.
January 2018, Book Review, This World Wide Struggle: Religion and the International Roots of the 
Civil Rights Movement by Sarah Azaranksy, Choice Reviews, 
June 2017, Book Review, Christmas as Religion: Rethinking Santa, the Secular, and the Sacred by 

Christopher Deacy, Choice Reviews, http://choicereviews.org/review/10.5860/CHOICE.202613

March 2017, Book Review, American Prophets by Albert Raboteau, Choice Reviews, 

http://choicereviews.org/review/10.5860/CHOICE.201484
January 2017, “Democratic Action and the Confrontation of American Racism,” Los Angeles Review 

of Books, January 22, 2017. https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/a-call-to-mourn-democratic-action-and-the-confrontation-of-american-racism.
December 2016, Book Review, Black Natural Law by Vincent Lloyd, Choice Reviews, 

http://choicereviews.org/review/10.5860/CHOICE.198997
November 2016, Book Review, An Insurrectionist Manifesto eds. Ward Blanton et. al. Choice 
Reviews. http://choicereviews.org/review/10.5860/CHOICE.198565
May 2016, “Race and Secularism in America.” New Books in American Studies Podcast. May 28 

2016. New Books Network. http://newbooksnetwork.com/jonathon-s-kahn-and-vincent-w-lloyd-editors-race-and-secularism-in-america-columbia-up-2016/
December 2011, “Recovering Democratic Faith,” the blog for the journal “Political Theology,” 



http://www.politicaltheology.com/blog/?p=1400

November 2010, “Reconceiving the Secular and the Liberal arts,” The Immanent Frame: Secularism, 



Religion and the Public Sphere, http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2010/11/24/reconceiving-the-secular-and-


the-practice-of-the-liberal-arts/.
February 2009, “Nicholas Wolterstorff and the Fear of the Secular,” The Immanent Frame: Secularism, 


Religion and the Public Sphere, http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/immanent_frame/
January 2009, “Soul Searchings: A letter to President Obama,” in Politics and Culture. Edited by 


Amitava Kumar and Michael Ryan, 1, http://aspen.conncoll.edu/politicsandculture/arts.cfm?id=79.

Spring 2008, Book Review of Edward Blum’s W. E. B. Du Bois: American Prophet, Callaloo, 31.2: 621-



625.

July/August 2005, “A Mythical Jewishness.” Book Review: The Jewish Century, by Yuri Slezkine.

 Books and Culture: A Christian Review, Vol. 11: 4, 40-41.
May/June 2005, “A Preaching Woman.” Book Review: Rebecca’s Revival: Creating Black Christianity 



in the Atlantic World, by John Sensbach. Books and Culture: A Christian Review, Vol. 11: 3, 22.

May/June 2004, “Which Enlightenment? Moses Mendelssohn and the Haskalah.” Books and Culture: A 

Christian Review Vol. 10: 3, 22-24.

Works-in-progress

Book project: What Is a Secular Education?

Essay: “Radical Democracy, Pragmatism, and the Messianic,” invited peer-reviewed essay for 


Political Theology
CONFERENCE PAPERS, LECTURES, PANELS
June 2018, “To Become Peopled: The Religious Faith of James Baldwin’s Go Tell It On the Mountain, 

The Reading Group, Center for Theological Inquiry, Princeton, NJ.

 February 2017, “What’s Secular about the Liberal Arts,” Faculty conversation, Grinnell College. 

April 2016, Panel Participant, “Race and Secularism in America,” Institute for Religion, Culture and 



Public Life, Columbia University. 

November 2015, Panel Presider, “Race and the Philosophy of Religion,” Annual Meeting of the 

American Academy of Religion, Atlanta. 

November 2013, Respondent, “Radical Democracy, Pragmatism, and the Messianic,” Annual Meeting 

of the American Academy of Religion, Baltimore.


November 2013, Panel Presider, “Is the School a Secular Site? The Study of American Education, 

Religion and Secularity,” Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Baltimore.

November 2012, “James Baldwin and What is Religious About African American Literature,” Annual 

Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Chicago.

October 2012, “Whose Little Boy Are You?”: The Fire Next Time as a Black Theology of Belonging,” 
Syracuse University and Vassar College sponsored Conference on Race and Secularism in 

America, Syracuse University.

October 2012, Panelist, Gillespie Forum on Religion and America, Vassar College.
January 2012, “Contesting the Secular: Unruly Scholarly Exchanges on the Acceptability of Religion,” 


Mellon sponsored Colloquium on Civility "Talk. Trust. Act:  Toward a Rhetorical Reparation of 



the Public Square,” Furman University, Greenville, SC.

November 2011, “Recovering Democratic Faith,” Annual Meeting of the American Academy of 



Religion, San Francisco.


November 2008, “Christian Civility: Nicholas Wolterstorff and Democratic America,” Annual 



Meeting 
of the American Academy of Religion, Chicago. 


November, 2008, “Secular Responsibilities,” Varieties of Secular Experience: Pedagogy, Politics, and 



Meaning in the Liberal Arts,” Vassar College, A Teagle Foundation Conference sponsored by 



Bucknell University, Macalester College, Vassar College and Williams College.

September 2007, Moderator, “Secularism, Religion and the Liberal Arts,” SSRC Roundtable 

discussion with Rajeev Bhargava, Courtney Bender, Neil Gross, Vassar College.

December 2006 , “Is Sacrifice a Viable Notion? W. E. B. Du Bois and the Uses and Abuses of 

Sacrifice," Diasporic Dialogues, Africana Studies Program Faculty Seminar Series, Vassar College.
November, 2005, “What is African American Pragmatic Religious Naturalism, and What is it Good 

For?” Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Philadelphia.
April 2005, “Toward a Tradition of African American Pragmatic Religious Naturalism,” The African 
Diaspora and the Study of Religion Conference, University of Alabama.

October 2004, “The Religious Voice of W. E. B. Du Bois,” Conversations Lecture Series, The Institute 
for Research in African-American Studies, Columbia University.
October 2004, “W. E. B. Du Bois and the Discourse of Sacrifice,” The Society of Fellows Lecture Series, 

Columbia University.
July 2004, “The Strategic Religious Nation: Between Tony Judt’s and the Likud’s Israel,” The New 

Jersey Scholars Program, The Lawrenceville School, Lawrenceville, NJ.
April 2004, “On Teaching The Souls of Black Folk,” Contemporary Civilization Faculty of 

Columbia University.

February 2004, “On Du Bois’s Hegelianisms,” The Society of Fellows Lecture Series, Columbia 

University.


January 2004, “Religion and the Binding of The Souls of Black Folk,” University of Virginia. 

Charlottesville, VA.

June 2003, “The Black American Jeremiad and the Civil Rights Movement,” Baton 

Rouge Bus Boycott 50th Anniversary Conference, Baton Rouge, LA. 
November 2002, “Du Bois’s Double Consciousness Pragmatically Considered,” Annual

Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Toronto.

April 2002, “The Pragmatist Philosophy of History in The Souls of Black Folk,” The 

Question of Race—Graduate Student Conference, Harvard University.

May 2001, “God’s Trombones: The Ritual of Freedom Celebrations,” The Center for 

Jazz Studies at Columbia University.
Teagle Foundation Workshops, “Reconceiving of the Secular Liberal Arts”
April 2014, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY

March 2013, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA

April 2013, Carleton College, Northfield, MN

November 2010, Beloit College, Beloit, WI. 


October 2010, Haverford College, Haverford, PA
OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Conferences Co-Organized (with Vincent Lloyd, Syracuse University)


October 2012, Symposium on Race and Secularism in America, Two-day conference co-sponsored by 
the Syracuse University Department of Religion, the Vassar College Department of Religion and the 

Dean of Faculty, Syracuse University, http://pages.vassar.edu/raceandsecularism/
Founding Member, Reconceiving the Secular Liberal Arts (sponsored by the Teagle Foundation)

Designed reading and content of workshop that travels to multiple campus nationally to lead a learning-based conversation with students, faculty, and administrators about the secular borders on campus, both in and of the classroom. Participants include faculty and chaplains from Bucknell University, Yale University, Macalester College, and Vassar College
Steering Committee, Conference Program for American Academy of Religion

2014-present, Appointed to “Philosophy of Religion”

2013-2015, Appointed to “Secularism and Secularity”

2011-2017, Appointed to “Pragmatism and Empiricism in American Religious Thought,” 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE AND SERVICE
Teaching
Vassar College


Appointed to American Studies Steering Committee, 2010-present



Appointed to Africana Studies Steering Committee, 2006-08, 2016-present
Courses Taught

RELI 101: The Examined Life

RELI/AMCL 105: The American Secular

RELI 200: Regarding Religion

RELI 203: Religion and the Civil Rights Movement

RELI 205: Secularism and Its Discontents

RELI 207: Modern Christian Ethics

RELI 210: Religion and Its Philosophical Critics

AMCL 250: America and the World

RELI 267: Religion and Sports

RELI 300: Senior Religion Seminar

RELI 330: Race, Religion and Democracy / Pragmatism and Religion / Race and Political 

Theology
RELI 386: Exodus and Revolution 
Columbia University

Courses Taught

Contemporary Civilization

Religion and Nationalism

Exodus and Revolution
Departmental Service

Vassar College

Chair, Department of Religion, 2013-2016
College Service

Vassar College

Chair, Pedagogy and Curriculum Group, Engaged Pluralism Initiative, 2017-

Faculty Salary and Appointment Committee, 2017-2018

Coordinator, Social Justice in Question Initiative, 2016-

Chair, Committee on Committees, 2014-15



Elections Officer, Committee on Committees, 2012-2014
Memberships
The American Academy of Religion
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