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Course Description

“Regarding Religion” introduces majors to some of the major intellectual issues religious studies scholars engage. Our task this semester is to critically read and think with classical and contemporary theories and methods of studying religion. As we will see, “religion” is a terribly and wonderfully complicated category. What is religion? Do we have a definition? Do we need a definition? How does our answer to these questions affect the ways we engage with things we call religious? In other words, how do the theories we hold of religion influence the ways religion is studied and even experienced? Ultimately, we will have to consider the ways our answers to these questions may disclose more about who we are than reveal an actual category of religion. 

Course Requirements

· Attendance and participation: 
20%

1. Come to class with and having read the assigned material. I encourage you to mark up your texts with your own notes. 

2. Contribute to class discussions: this is where your own markings from your reading time come in handy. Often a good way to contribute to discussion is to direct the class to a passage that you found intriguing, confusing, objectionable, etc. 

3. Contribute to foster open and respectful exchange. You can and should consider this class a collective endeavor; your questions, preoccupations, and passions contribute mightily to our focus and learning.

· Six 2-page essays: 


60%

1. Essays are always due on Mondays by 3pm: Check syllabus for due dates

2. These are critical response essays. Do not summarize the reading. Respond to it. Find an issue with the reading; something you agree or disagree with and explain why. 

· Final Paper :



20%

Students With Special Needs
“Academic accommodations are available for students with documented disabilities.  Please schedule an appointment with the instructor early in the semester to discuss any accommodations for this course which have been approved by the Director of Disability and Support Services as indicated in your accommodation letter.”

Note on Use of Personal Computing Devices in Class

You may use a laptop in class for note-taking only. All other forms of Internet carousing—whether on your laptop or some other sor of gadgets—is not allowed. Think of our time together here as time we need to protect from the technological diversions of our modern age. 

Required Texts 

available for purchase at the Three Arts Bookstore on College View.

1. Donald Lopez, Prisoners of Shangri-La: Tibetan Buddhism and the West (Chicago)
2. Dennis Covington, Salvation on Sand Mountain: Snake Handling and Redemption in Southern Appalachia (Da Capo)
3. Winnifred Sullivan, The Impossibility of Religious Freedom (Princeton)

4. Tova Hartman, Feminism Encounters Traditional Judaism (Brandeis)

5. Sigmund Freud, Future of an Illusion (Norton)

Schedule of Classes

Thurs Jan 20: Introduction

· Why are you a religion major? 

· What text has made you a religion major? 

Contested Ground

Tues Jan 25

· William T. Cavanaugh, “God is not Religious” [M]
· Vanessa Ochs, “What Makes a Jewish Home Jewish?” [M]
· Benson Saler, “Religio and the Definition of Religion,” Cultural Anthropology [M]
· David Brooks, “The Arena Culture”

Thurs Jan 27

· William Deresiewicz, “The Disadvantages of an Elite Education,” TheAmerican Scholar.org, Summer 2008

· William Deresiewicz, “Solitude and Leadership,” TheAmerican Scholar.org, Spring 2010

· George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language,” (1946)
Monday Jan 31, Paper Due

Tues Feb 1

· David Chidester, Savage Systems, Preface-29 [M]
· Juan Gines de Sepulveda, from “Democrates Alter; Or, On the Just Causes for War Against the Indians” [M]
·    Bartolomé de Las Casas , Selections from Apologetic History of the Indies  [M]
·   Tzvetan Todorov, The Conquest of the America: The Question of the Other, 154-182 [M]
· George M. Frederickson, “Religion and the Invention of Racism,” from Racism: A Short History [M]
Thurs Feb 3

· Andrew Sullian, “This Is a Religious War,” The New York Times, October 7, 2001 http://www.nytimes.com/2001/10/07/magazine/this-is-a-religious-war.html?scp=1&sq=sullivan+this+is+a+religious+war+2001&st=cse&pagewanted=print
· Osama bin Laden, “To the Americans” http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2002/nov/24/theobserver
· Osama bin Laden, “The Winds of Faith,” October 7, 2001
· Osama bin Laden, “Terror for Terror,” October 21, 2001
· George W. Bush, “Second Inaugural Address,” January 20, 2005 http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4460172
· Address to the nation, Sept 11, 2001 http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/gwbush911addresstothenation.htm
· Address to Joint Session of Congress, Sept 20, 2001 http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/gwbush911jointsessionspeech.htm
· Freedom in Iraq and the Middle East, Nov 6, 2003 http://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2003/11/print/20031106-2.html
Defining Religion

Tues Feb 8

· Clifford Geertz, “Religion as a Cultural System” [M]
Thurs Feb 10

· Talal Asad, “The Construction of Religion as an Anthropological Category” [M]
Monday Feb 14, Paper Due

Religious Fantasies

Tues Feb 15

· Donald Lopez, Prisoners of Shangri-La
Thurs Feb 17

· Donald Lopez, Prisoners of Shangri-La 
How Close Is Too Close? 

Tues Feb 22

· Dennis Covington, Salvation on Sand Mountain
Thurs Feb 24

· Dennis Covington, Salvation on Sand Mountain
Monday Feb 28, Paper Due

Tues March 1

· Robert Orsi, “Snakes Alive: Religious Studies Between Heaven and Earth” [BB]
· Stephen Prothero, “Belief Unbraketed: A Case for the Religion Scholar to Reveal More of Where He or She is Coming From http://www.hds.harvard.edu/news/bulletin/articles/prothero.html
· Four Responses to “Belief Unbracketed,” by Robert A. Orsi, David Chidester, Pamela E. Klassen,  R. Marie Griffith http://www.hds.harvard.edu/news/bulletin/articles/orsi_et_al.html
Do We Need “Religion”?

Thurs March 3

· Timothy Fitzgerald, from The Ideology of Religious Studies [M]
SPRING BREAK

Rethinking Religious Experience

Tues March 22

· Robert Sharf, “Experience”

· Steven Katz, “Language, Epistemology, and Mysticism”

Thurs March 24

· Larry Short, “Mysticism, Mediation, and the Non-Linguisic” 
Monday March 28, Paper Due

The Contested Sacred

Tues March 29

· Emile Durkheim, “The Elementary Forms of Religious Life”

· Rudolph Otto, The Idea of the Holy 
Thurs March 31

· Mircea Eliade, The Sacred and the Profane; 

· J Z. Smith, To Take Place ch 1

Tues April 5

· Sullivan, The Impossibility of Religious Freedom
Thurs April 7

· Sullivan, The Impossibility of Religious Freedom
Monday April 11, Paper Due

Race, Religion, and Philosophy 

Tues April 12

· Excerpts from James Cone
Thurs April 14 

· Delores Williams, excerpt from Sisters in the Wilderness
Psychological Diagnoses
Tues April 19 – Passover (“Marjoe”—film screening)

Thurs April 21 

· Freud, Future of an Illusion
Monday April 25, Paper Due

Tradition and Modernity

Tues April 26 

· Miriam Peskowitz, “What’s in a Name? Exploring the Dimensions of What ‘Feminist Studies in Religion’ Means”

· Hartman, Feminism Encounters Traditional Judaism
Thurs April 28

· Hartman, Feminism Encounters Traditional Judaism
· Judith Plaskow, “The Academy as Real Life: New Participants in the Study of Religion” 
Tues May 3

· TBA

