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DESCRIPTION

GOALS
Students in all my classes are expected to write an entry as a Guest Blogger 
on one of my two blogs.  Students choose a recent study from the primary lit-
erature that is interesting and important and write a blog entry of approxi-
mately 350 words on this study.  The format has several bene�ts.  Students 
must learn to condense the information into a concise story, so they have to 
�gure out what are the most important points that must be communicated.  
Su�cient background must be provided to place the study into context, 
again requiring distilling a potentially large �eld of study into the most sa-
lient points.  The target audience is the general public, so it also requires the 
student to be able to describe research in an accessible and interesting way.  

Finally, students are expected to post comments on each other’s entries and 
the author of the post is expected to address commenter’s questions.  This 
means the writer must become the expert on the topic and may require addi-
tional reading to seek out answers.

Deadlines are staggered throughout the semester, so that student posts are 
put on the blog once or twice per week.

An important part of doing science is 
communication.  This includes commu-
nicating results of research to peers in 
your �eld of study and other scientists 
but also to the general public.  The inter-
net is full of valuable scienti�c informa-
tion but it is also full of unsupported 
and bogus claims.  An important role of 
scientists is to ensure accurate scienti�c 
information is accessible and under-
standable for the general public.

Blogs are an e�ective way to quickly 
communicate news and new discoveries 
in microbiology.  For my blogs, Viva and 
Bacteris, some blog entries are my own 
and others are written by students.  I use 
the blogs to: 1) explain interesting new 
research in microbiology that comple-
ments classroom material or relates to 
my own research, 2) allows students to 
ask questions or make comments out-
side of class, 3) gives students an oppor-
tunity to practice writing about science.

Students appear to be quite com-
fortable with the blog format, and I 
have found it to be an e�ective way 
to maintain an online course pres-
ence, more so than wikis or forums.

Some students may need guidance 
in �nding appropriate research 
papers to blog about (especially at 
the freshman level) and help distill-
ing the most important points, but 
this also provides an opportunity for 
one-on-one conversation with a stu-
dent about a paper or topic they are 
interested in. It is necessary to 
remind them to post comments to 
maintain a minimal level of activity 
on the blogs.

RESULTS

Viva: Virology at Vassar -a blog about viruses
http://blogs.vassar.edu/viva/

Bacteris: Microbiology at Vassar -a blog about bacteria
and the rest of the microbial world
http://blogs.vassar.edu/bacteris/

Viva and Bacteris:
blogging about the small stu�


